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women, starting with the Rio ' Conference, 
which established the link between over¬ 
population and its environmental effects, and 
again last summer when the Vienna Con¬ 
ference on human rights was dominated by 
the discussion of women’s human rights con¬ 
cerns, including illiteracy, genital mutilation, 
heaith, and education. The international focus 
on women will continue this fall during the 
Cairo Conference on population and develop¬ 
ment and will be carried over into the new 
year with the Beijing Conference on women 
next fall. 

As we observe this International Women’s 
Day and prepare for future days, we must 
continue our work to empower women, focus¬ 
ing especially on women's literacy and ena¬ 
bling women to regulate their own fertility. Fail¬ 
ure to do so will mean surrender to the envi¬ 
ronmental damage and economic and political 
consequences caused by poverty and over¬ 
population. If we are to build a sustainable 
global economy and environment for the fu¬ 
ture, we must act in this decade to protect and 
promote women's rights. 


TRIBUTE TO SHERIFF TOM PURVIS 


HON. SONNY CALLAHAN 

OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 8, 1994 
Mr. CALLAHAN. Mr. Speaker, there’s no 
telling how many millions of Americans have 
been reared watching the Andy Griffith Show, 
in which Sheriff Andy Taylor and his sidekick. 

Deputy Barney Fife, keep the peace in the 
tiny, fictional town of Mayberry, NC. 

Tne show depicted a simpler time, when 
family values were learned and respected, and 
not just talked about; a time when respect for 
society's laws was as deep-rooted as the love 
for our country. 

Mr. Speaker, in many ways, we in Mobile, 4 DOD WORKPLACES SMOKE FREE 
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HON, RICHARD J. DURBIN 

• OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 8, 1994 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. Speaker, today the De¬ 
partment of Defense is announcing that it is is¬ 
suing an instruction that will improve the 
heaith of all DOD personnel by making all 
DOD workplaces smoke free. I applaud the 
Department of .Defense for taking this impor¬ 
tant step to protect civilian and military person¬ 
nel from exposure to secondhand smoke. 

DOD’s action is a proper response to the 
Environmental Protection Agency’s fincings 
that secondhand smoke kills 3,000 Americans 
each year from lung cancer alone and is wor¬ 
thy of the EPA designation that is a group A 
carcinogen. This classification is reserved for 
substances which are known to cause cancer 
in humans’, including asbestos, benzene, and 
arsenic. 

When today’s DOD announcement takes ef¬ 
fect on April 3, the Department of Defense will 
join a number of other Federal agencies that 
have taken similar action to eliminate unnec¬ 
essary exposure to deadly secondhand 
smoke. Among the other agencies that have 
established smoke free workplace policies are 
the Department of Health and Human Serv- 
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man who for nearly 20 years has been a dedi¬ 
cated, faithful public servant, who truly epito¬ 
mizes the real meaning of those words. 

No, Tom Purvis can’t get by these days with 
a singie squad car or a deputy who keeps his 
lone bullet in his shirt pocket. Times haven't 
been that simple in a long, long time. 

But what Tom Purvis has done, quite suc¬ 
cessfully I might add, is to serve as sheriff 
during a period in which employment within 
the department has risen, inmate capacity has 
increased, and lawsuits against the sheriff’s 
department have dramatically decreased. And 
while crime has been cn the rise all across the 
Nation during the past 20 years, and Mobile 
County is certainly no exception, Sheriff Purvis 
has worked tirelessly to bring together a team 
of trained professionals dedicated to making 
certain that the people of my home are as well 
protected as any in America. 

This, Mr. Speaker, has occurred because 
Sheriff Tom Purvis has managed to be a pro¬ 
tector, as weil as a friend to the citizens of 
Mobile County, Al_ 

His leadership in law enforcement has been 
recognized across the State of Alabama. He 
has served an unprecedented two consecutive 
terms as president of the Alabama Sheriffs 
Association, as well as serving as president of 
the Alabama Peace Officers Association, and 


he is a member of the international Associa¬ 
tion of Police Chiefs, Fraternal Order of Police, 
National Sheriffs Association and Governor’s 
Task Force on Drunk Driving. 

The list of honors and accolades that comes 
Tom’s way is simply too tong to recite for the 
purposes of this recognition. However, no 
award or citation is as important to Tom Purvis 
as is his commitment to our young people. 

He established the Junior Deputy Program" 
in our local schools in an attempt to help our 
children better understand the role of law-en¬ 
forcement officials, and he has strengthened 
the department's youth aid division, as well as 
many other areas. For all of his time and en¬ 
ergy given to the young people of Mobile 
County, he received the Silver Beaver Award, 
the highest award given to a non-Scout by the 
Boy Scouts of America. 

Mr. Speaker, it’s easy to look around and 
find things which are negative and depressing. 
Those are usually the stories which make the 
front page of the daily paper or the lead story 
on the nightly news. And to be certain, there 
are a lot of dark clouds out on the horizon. 

. But every now and then, we also need to 
take pause and look at the silver lining in 
those clouds. The man Teddy Roosevelt re¬ 
ferred to 

who is actually in the arena, whose face is 
marred by dust and sweat and blood: who 
strives valiantly; who errs, and comes up 
short again and again, because there is no ef¬ 
fort without error and shortcoming: but who 
does actually strive to do the deeds * * *. 

All too often, we in this country look to find 
fault and place blame. It is a rare case when 
we take the opportunity to acknowledge the 
years of public service exhibited by our offi¬ 
cials. Accordingly, ! take great pleasure in rec¬ 
ognizing an outstanding man, Sheriff Tom 
Purvis, for his many years of seifless service 
to the citizens of Mobile, Alabama, and i pub¬ 
licly thank him for being our man in the arena. 


ices, the Environmental Protection Agency, the 
Office of Personnel Management, the General 
Services Administration, and the U.S. Postal 
Service. 

The simplest and most economical way to 
protect nonsmokers from exposure to second¬ 
hand smoke in the workplace is to ban smok¬ 
ing in indoor work spaces. DOD has taken this 
approach. Its policy permits smoking only in 
designated outdoor smoking areas. The only 
other approach that can effectively protect 
nonsmokers from exposure to secondhand 
smoke is to establish separately ventilated in¬ 
door smoking areas, but that approach would 
have required DOD to incur costs for modifica¬ 
tions to ventilation systems. 

DOD wisely chose to focus its scarce re¬ 
sources on a more valuable program of assist¬ 
ance to those of its employees who smoke. 
Specifically, DOD’s instruction requires DOO 
agencies to provide effective. smoking ces¬ 
sation programs to smokers, and to expand 
such programs as needed, as part of its move 
to implement the workplace smoking ban. With 
the recent revelation of evidence that tobacco 
companies~manipulate nicotine levels in ciga¬ 
rettes to keep their customers addicted to to¬ 
bacco, we must recognize that it isn’t always 
easy to quit the tobacco habit without assist¬ 
ance. Offering smoking cessation programs is 
an important way to recognize smokers' 
human struggle with the addictive nature of to¬ 
bacco while implementing a smoke free work¬ 
place policy to protect the heaith of non- 
smokers. 

Mr. Speaker, secondhand smoke contains 
more than 4,000 substances, including 43 
substances known to cause cancer in humans 
or animals. The Department of Defense is to 
be commended for taking this action to give its 
nonsmokers a defense against exposure to 
secondhand smoke and for offenng assistance 
to smokers to help them quit smoking. Every 
employer in the Nation—in both the govern¬ 
mental sector and the private sector—should 
take a lesson from the Department of Defense 
and consider action to improve their employ¬ 
ees’ health. 


HMONG REFUGEE CRISIS IN 
THAILAND AND LAOS 


...HON. DUNCAN HUNTER 

. OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 8, 1994 
Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, the trade em¬ 
bargo against V : etnam has been lifted by 
President Clinton, but one of the remaining 
unsolved issues of the Vietnam war is the cur¬ 
rent plight of Hmcng refugees who remain in 
camps in Thailand. The Hmong refugee crisis 
in Thailand is, in part, the result of the Thai 
Ministry of the Interior’s [MOI] policy of forcibly 
repatriating Hmcng back to the Communist 
government in Laos. By the end of this year 
MOI plans to close the Hmong refugee camp 
at San Napho and to send all Hmong in Thai¬ 
land back to Laos—by mandatory—forced— 
repatriation. 

Mr. Speaker, this misguided policy of man¬ 
datory and forced repatriation is in part being 
financed by the U.S. taxpayer and is a slap in 
the face to the Hmong—and to America’s Viet¬ 
nam veterans who fought’with them. Dr. Jane 
Hamilton-Merritt. a distinguished Lao-Hmong 
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